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AM-P has been promoting land at East Marks Tey via the emerging 
Local Plan for Colchester, on behalf of landowners and Crest 
Nicholson for approximately 3,500 homes and other uses. Part of the 
scheme is capable of delivery early in the plan period, as a first phase 
of a major strategic scheme/Garden Community. 

A future outline planning application package will demonstrate the 
feasibility of a first phase of growth on this land.

Initial engagement with the local community via the Parish Council 
has been well received and is being progressed. There has been 
a measure of support from the Parish Council for growth on land at 
East Marks Tey, that addresses what it has identified as the need to 
create a heart within the settlement of Marks Tey as well as other key
issues such as infrastructure provision and the restoration of important 
heritage assets on the site.
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The Vision for the Future of Marks Tey

The prospectus also sets out a number of principles that are at the heart of the 
Garden City concept and for creating holistically planned settlements which 
enhance the natural environment, tackle climate change and provide high 
quality affordable housing and locally accessible jobs in beautiful, healthy 
and sociable communities. The Town and Country Planning Association 
(TCPA) has set out a number of principles to be followed in the planning of 
Garden Cities. There can be applied to the expansion of Marks Tey to meet 
the objectives and benefits of such sustainable communities. The form of 
development does not have to follow as a pastiche or to replica examples 
of existing garden city/towns/suburbs, but through good urban design and 
master planning and innovation - that nevertheless respects the Borough’s 
context, characteristics, vernacular and heritage assets - a very high quality 
place can be created to have its own identity and sense of place.

Although the prospectus advocates that new Garden Cities must be ambitious 
in scale, and indicates an expectation for developments to be at or above 
the 15,000 homes level, there is no reason why the same concept principles 
cannot be applied to smaller major and strategic developments that reflect 
local context and opportunities.  The scale of development indicated in this 
submission would be up to approximately 4,750 new homes, which together 
with the existing 1,088 homes in Marks Tey would equate to a total of 5,838 
and a population of about 14,011 people.  This is approximately the size 
of Saffron Walden, which is clearly a sustainable market town and viable 
community.




